NYC Souvenirs

Tom R. Chambers traveled to New York City in 2015, and he documented two
structures/sites that he had learned about when he was a child, the “Empire
State Building” and the “Statue of Liberty”. He remembers his uncle bringing
back souvenirs - small, metal sculptures - of both structures, and then giving
them to him. For a boy from and living in Texas at the time, he thought they
were pretty special. He kept these souvenirs for several years, but over time, they
eventually fell by the wayside.

The following documentation sixty years later is Chambers' attempt to reclaim
those souvenirs through the medium of photography. As he captured these
structures through his camera lens, he thought about his lessons in the classroom,
his uncle bringing back the souvenirs, and him proudly displaying them on a
shelf in his bedroom.

Empire State Building

The Empire State Building is a 102-story Art Deco skyscraper in Midtown
Manhattan in New York City. It was built from 1930 to 1931. Its name is derived
from "Empire State", the nickname of the state of New York.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Art_Deco
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Midtown_Manhattan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Midtown_Manhattan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_City
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Empire_State
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_U.S._state_nicknames
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_(state)
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Statue of Liberty

The Statue of Liberty is a neoclassical sculpture on Liberty Island in New York
Harbor within New York City. The copper statue, a gift from the people of France
to the people of the United States, was designed by French sculptor Frédéric
Auguste Bartholdi, and its metal framework was built by Gustave Eiffel. The
statue was dedicated on October 28, 1886.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neoclassical_sculpture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liberty_Island
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_Harbor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_Harbor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_City
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/France
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fr%C3%A9d%C3%A9ric_Auguste_Bartholdi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fr%C3%A9d%C3%A9ric_Auguste_Bartholdi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gustave_Eiffel
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the ancient repoussé method in which
the metal is hammered and shaped within

large wooden and plaster molds. The!
finished pieces were then shipped to the

Building the Statue of Liberty
The sheets were shaped in France using

The French sculptor, Frédéric-Auguste Bartholdi.
designed the Statue of Liberty like a giant puzzle.
Over 300 thin sheets of copper, most of it from a
copper mine in Karmoy, Norway, fit together to
form the Statue’s outer skin. Each copper sheet is

/32 of an inch thick, about the thickness of two United States where they were assembled

and supported on an ingenious iron
framework of armature bars and girders
designed by Alexandre-Gustave Eiffel.
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Chambers and his wife, Cho Eunmi are seen in New York Harbor.



