
Good morning, it’s October 4, 2012, and welcome to 

Panther News. 

 

I’m __________________________, ____th grade. 

 

We hope you had a chance to watch the debate last night 

between President Barack Obama and Governor Mitt 

Romney. This year is the Presidential election. President 

Obama is trying to get re-elected, and Governor Romney is 

trying to get elected as President. 

 

It has become a custom for the main candidates from the 

two largest parties, the Democratic Party … Obama … and 

the Republican Party … Romney … to engage in, or have a 

debate to convince people to vote for them so they can win. 

 

If you watched the debate last night, you probably know 

what one is. If you didn’t, a debate is a discussion in which 

reasons are given for and against some issue or topic.  

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Democratic_Party_(United_States)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Republican_Party_(United_States)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Debate


Good morning, I’m ________________,  _____th grade. 

 

Presidential debates are held late in the election year, 

after the political parties have nominated their 

candidates. The candidates meet in a large hall before an 

audience of citizens. The debates are broadcast live on 

television and radio. 

 

The first general Presidential debate was held in 1960 

between John F. Kennedy and Richard Nixon. Our 

advisor, Mr. Chambers remembers watching this first 

televised debate when he was in the 8th grade. 

 

There were other debates before 1960. The very famous 

one in all of our History books was between Abraham 

Lincoln and Senator Stephen A. Douglas in 1858 for the 

United States Senate. Douglas was re-elected. Lincoln 

and Douglas were both nominated for President in 1860, 

and we all know who won that election … right? 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_presidential_nominating_convention
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_presidential_nominating_convention
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abraham_Lincoln
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abraham_Lincoln
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Senate
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stephen_A._Douglas


Good morning, I’m ________________,  _____th grade. 

 

If you didn’t watch the debate last night, please try to 

watch the next one. It will be held on October 16, 8:00 to 

9:30pm. Obama and Romney will be discussing foreign 

and domestic policy. The word domestic means here in 

the United States. 

 

It’s important to watch, because the debates could 

decide who our next President will be. And it’s important 

to know how that person as President thinks about issues 

and topics that affect the United States and the world. 

 

The last Presidential debate will be held on October 22, 

8:00 to 9:30pm. Obama and Romney will be discussing 

foreign policy. Please try to watch. 

   

 

 



 

Good morning, I’m ________________,  _____th grade. 

 

“Communities in Schools” is very active on our campus. To 

give you an idea of what will be happening: 

 

Today:  Reading Tutoring – Vocabulary Words Review. 

Homework Completion. College and Workforce Readiness – 

Resume Typing. Homework Completion. Youth 

Development Enrichment – Soccer, “Passing, Trapping and 

Spacing”.  Xbox.   

 

Friday:  Career Awareness – College Review, University of 

Houston, Downtown. Physical Activity – Xbox. Fine Arts 

Technology – Wii. Physical Activity – Basketball. Fine Arts 

Technology – Wii.   

   

 

   

 



Good morning, I’m ________________,  _____th grade. 

 

We’ve noticed the great display about the Scientific 

Method in the hallway on the third floor. Mr. Sanchez’s 

students put together interesting, folded projects about 

this important method.  

 

The Scientific Method is a procedure consisting in 

observation, measurement, and experiment, and the 

formulation, testing, and modification of a hypothesis.  

 

And what is a hypothesis? It is a suggested explanation 

for a phenomenon. For a hypothesis to be a scientific 

hypothesis, the Scientific Method requires that one can 

test it. By the way, a phenomenon is an observable 

occurrence. It is often, but not always, understood as an 

appearance or experience. 

 

Check out the student display on the third floor next to 

room 322.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Explanation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phenomenon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scientific_method
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Testable
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Experience


Good morning, I’m ________________,  _____th grade. 

 

Some quick announcements: 

 

All of next week, purchase a pink ribbon, or wear a pink shirt 
for $1.00 to support breast cancer awareness. All of the 
money collected will go to the Komen Foundation. This 
foundation is the largest breast cancer organization in the 
United States. It advocates, or pushes for self-awareness as 
a primary method for fighting breast cancer. 

 

The 8th grade students who are running for Student Council 
will give their campaign speeches today during lunch. Listen 
carefully, and then cast your vote. The candidates are Diana 
Bernal, Amanda Oliva, Jaileen Moreno and Abigail Monzano.  

 
 
An application and $99 deposit for the Washington D.C. trip 
are due by Wednesday, October 10. If you want to go, turn 
these in to Mr. Martinez. The trip will happen in May. Some 
of the sites included are the Lincoln Memorial, Jefferson 
Memorial, Capitol Hill, The Supreme Court, and the White 
House. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Breast_cancer


Good morning, I’m ________________,  _____th grade. 

 

More quick announcements: 
 
 
The Gala will celebrate the 20th Anniversary of Tejano 

Center for Community Concerns and Raul Yzaguirre 

School for Success. It will be held on October 19 from 

6:00pm until midnight at the Houstonian Hotel. Teachers 

and staff, join this special night to celebrate the amazing 

accomplishments of the past 20 years! Contact Ms. 

Alvarez at 713-640-3732 for more information. 

 
We continue to ask for composition submissions so our 

fellow students will have an opportunity to read them 

“live” on PANTHER NEWS. Teachers, please submit your 

students’ compositions so we can then contact them for 

our broadcasts. “Going live” with a broadcast is a 

fantastic experience to build confidence, and be proud of 

who you are and what you do. You will also be 

representing your grade level and RYSS in a very special 

way.  



And more quick announcements: 
 
 
Mr. Brown’s Pi Club/Math Club is up and running. Club 
meetings and practice for competitions will be Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 7:20 to 7:50am in room 80A. 
Students, grades 6 through 8, are encouraged to join. 
 

 

The middle grades will host their Robotics meetings for 
anyone interested in being on the Robotics team. 
Students will build robots from Lego pieces. If you are 
interested, please talk with Mr. Sanchez in room 322. 

 
 
PANTHER NEWS is looking for student newscasters. 
Represent your school, worldwide. Please talk with Mr. 
Chambers in room 331. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



And even more quick announcements: 
 
 
If you see trash in the hallways of our buildings and 
anywhere on our campus, please pick it up, and throw it 
in a garbage can. 
 
 
Respect each other as you pass by in the hallways. Stay 
to your right, and NO BULLYING, please! 
 
 
Please keep the cafeteria tables and floor clean. If you 
see the small plastic bag that holds the fork and napkin 
on the floor, please pick it up. Someone could slip on it, 
and suffer a serious injury. 
 
 
Wear your ID badge at all times while on campus. It 
increases the security and sense of community that 
keeps you safe.  
 

 
 
 
 



 
Lunch Menu: 
 
 

Today:   Popcorn Chicken or Egg Roll, Broccoli, Baby 
Carrots, Macaroni Salad, Wheat Roll, Diced Pears.  

   

 

Friday:   Sausage and Cheese Pizza or Ravioli, Crackers, 
Salad and Ranch Dressing, Brownie, Orange Glazed 
Carrots. 

 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
We have a special guest, Ms. Vivian Rodriguez. She 
teaches Geometry and Independent Study. She also 
advises the College Prep Academy yearbook. 
 
 
She graduated from the University of Texas at Austin 
with a Bachelor’s degree in Mathematics. She is an 
alumnus of the UTeach program. This is her third year to 
teach, and she says that she loves it here at RYSS. 
 
 
Welcome! 

 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 


