
 

 Good morning, it’s April 15, 2013, and welcome to 

Panther News. I’m __________________________, 

____th grade. 

 

Today is “Tax Day” in America. This is the day on which 

individual income tax returns are due to the federal 

government to see if people paid enough tax, or overpaid 

on the salary or money they made for the year, 2012. If 

they didn’t pay enough, they will have to pay more. If 

they overpaid, they will receive a refund. 

 

Federal income tax was introduced with the “Revenue 

Act” of 1861 to help fund or get money to pay for the 

Civil War. It was repealed or canceled, re-adopted, and 

held unconstitutional over the years. 

 

In 1913, the Sixteenth Amendment to the United States 

Constitution was ratified or approved. This Amendment 

gave the United States Congress the legal authority to tax 

all incomes. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tax_return_(United_States)
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sixteenth_Amendment_to_the_United_States_Constitution
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Congress


 

Good morning. I’m __________________________, 

____th grade. 

 

 

The filing deadline for individuals was March 1st  in 1913 

and was changed to March 15th  in 1918 and again to 

April 15th  in 1955. Today, the filing deadline for the 

federal income tax returns for individuals remains April 

15th. 

 

Since today is an important day for tax returns, let’s take 

a look at this day … April 15th … in the past: 

Abraham Lincoln dies after being shot the night before 
by actor John Wilkes Booth … 1865. 

The General Electric Company is formed … 1892. 

The Titanic sinks in the North Atlantic Ocean two hours 
and forty minutes after hitting an iceberg. Only 710 of 
2,227 passengers and crew on board survived … 1912. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abraham_Lincoln
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Wilkes_Booth
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/General_Electric
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iceberg


 

Good morning. I’m __________________________, 

____th grade. 

 

 

Insulin becomes generally available for use by people 
with diabetes … 1923. 

Rand McNally publishes its first road atlas … 1924. 

The Great Mississippi Flood, the most destructive river 
flood in U.S. history, begins … 1927. 

African American, Jackie Robinson debuts, or plays his 
first game for the Brooklyn Dodgers, breaking baseball's 
color line … 1947. By the way, there is a new movie 
about Jackie Robinson titled “42”. 

The B-52 bomber makes its first flight … 1952. 

The first McDonald’s restaurant opens in Illinois … 1955. 

The Tiananmen Square protests begin in the People's 
Republic of China … 1989. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Insulin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diabetes_mellitus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rand_McNally
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jackie_Robinson
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/People%27s_Republic_of_China


 

Good morning. I’m __________________________, 

____th grade. 

 

 

We mentioned the baseball player, Jackie Robinson. 

Today is also called “Jackie Robinson Day”. It is a 

traditional event which occurs annually in Major League 

Baseball, honoring the day Jackie Robinson played his 

first major league game. 

 

Again, he is best known for becoming the first African 

American major league baseball player of the modern 

era in 1947. His first game with the Brooklyn Dodgers … 

today known as the Los Angeles Dodgers … ended eighty 

years of baseball segregation … separating people based 

on the color of their skin … also known as the baseball 

color line, or color barrier. 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Major_League_Baseball
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Major_League_Baseball
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jackie_Robinson
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Good morning. I’m __________________________, 

____th grade. 

 

 

Jackie Robinson was also inducted into the Baseball Hall 
of Fame in 1962, remembered for his services with the 
number “42” jersey or uniform. 

 

We mentioned the movie, “42”. It is now in theaters, and 
it is about Jackie Robinson’s life and baseball career. The 
movie is PG-13, and it focuses on the racism he suffered 
and his ability to overcome this, and become one of the 
greatest players in baseball history. 

 

He let his talent on the field do the talking, winning over 
fans and his teammates, silencing his critics, and paving 
the way for others to follow. 

 

If you have a chance and with your parents’ permission, 
see this movie. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Baseball_Hall_of_Fame_and_Museum
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Baseball_Hall_of_Fame_and_Museum


Good morning. I’m __________________________, 

____th grade. 

 

We also mentioned the Titanic. It sank on this day … April 
15th … 1912 … 101 years ago. Most of us have probably 
seen the 1997 movie version of the disaster, “Titanic”, 
and now it is also in 3D. 

 

Do you know that there have been other movie versions 
of this disaster? “Saved from the Titanic” … 1912;  
“Atlantic” … 1929; “Titanic” … 1943;  “Titanic” … 1953;  
“A Night to Remember” … 1958;  and “The Unsinkable 
Molly Brown” … 1964.  

 

There have also been some TV versions:  “S.O.S. Titanic” 
… 1979;  “Titanic” … 1996;  “Titanic” … 2012. 

 

Go online, and try to find some of these versions of the 
Titanic disaster, watch them if you can, and then 
compare them to see if you find any big differences 
between them. 



Good morning. I’m __________________________, 

____th grade. 

 

We have just this week to study before the rest of our 
STAAR exams. Study, study, study … there is no easy way! 
And this is the only way that we can fully prepare for our 
exams. 

 

It is critical or very important that we do all we can do to 
prepare for these tests that are more difficult than the 
TAKS tests we took in the past. If you don’t understand a 
Science concept; don’t know how to solve a Math 
problem; have difficulty understanding what you read in 
ELA and Social Studies … don’t be shy, ask your teacher 
for help. NOW is the time! 

 

Go through your notes and textbook and if you have a 
computer and the Internet, go online and look up the 
information for a better understanding. Do what it takes! 

 

 



 

If your subject is covered on “Study Island”, you have a 

user name and password, and you have a computer and 

the Internet, study online. 

 

  

Go to that subject section, and then focus on the 

categories you think you really need to focus on for a 

better understanding. And for a better understanding, 

particularly if you miss the answer to the question, click 

on “explanation”. By clicking on “explanation” you can 

get a better understanding of how to answer the 

question.  

 

Take advantage of the Internet. Cyberspace is an 

amazing place to find information and explanations. 

“Study Island” is just one formal example of schools and 

students using this website to support subjects. There 

are hundreds and hundreds of websites that will give 

information and even answer questions. 

 

 



 

Just search whatever the topic might be using Yahoo, 

Google or Bing, and then begin to look at the different 

websites to see if they have the information and answers 

you need for a better understanding. 

 

Another good thing about using search engines like 

Yahoo, Google or Bing to look at different websites is 

that it will help you prepare even more when you have to 

do research at the college level. If you get used to 

searching and going to websites this way to find 

information, you’ll be able to do it quickly and efficiently 

so you don’t waste time and get tired. 

 

So when you are studying this week, take advantage of 

the Internet and not only prepare for your STAAR exams, 

but also your future in college. 

 

 

 



Quick Announcements 

 

 
Send us your comments and other submissions. 
 
PANTHER NEWS can only get better if you help us make it 
better. And if you are interested in being a newscaster, 
please let Mr. Chambers know in room 331. 
  
Our e-mail address: 
  
panthernewsreport@panthernewsreport.com 
  
panthernewsreport@panthernewsreport.com 
  
 
 
Let’s come to school with supplies: pens, pencils and 
paper. This shows everyone around us that we are 
prepared. And we should use our planners so that we are 
organized. 
  
 
 
 

mailto:panthernewsreport@panthernewsreport.com
mailto:panthernewsreport@panthernewsreport.com


 
Let’s make sure that we are following the uniform code 
in our student handbook. Being in proper uniform makes 
our school culture stronger. It brings us together. People 
from the outside see us as one. 
 
 
We should wear our ID badge at all times while on 
campus. Many of us are not wearing it. It’s important to 
have it in case of an emergency, and it also makes our 
school culture stronger. And again, people from the 
outside see us as one. 
 
 
After school, stay in the gated area ... courtyard ... and 

wait for your parents to pick you up. Students have been 

seen wandering around. 

 

If you see trash in the hallways of our buildings and 
anywhere on our campus, pick it up, and throw it in a 
garbage can. 
 
 
 
 



Communities in Schools 
 
 
Today:   

 
Tuesday:   

 
Wednesday:   

 

Math Tutoring 

Math Unit Review  

Homework Completion 

Math Enrichment 

 “Tostadas” 

Homework Completion  

Physical Activity-Team 

Soccer Practice  

Wii 

Science Tutoring 

Science Unit Review 

Homework Completion  

 

Science Enrichment 

“Dancing Spaghetti”  

Homework Completion  

Fine Arts: Arts &Crafts 

“Jewelry Making” 

Health and Wellness 

Volleyball 

Cosmetology 

 

Reading Tutoring 

Workbook Vocabulary 

Lesson Review 

Homework Completion  

Reading Enrichment 

 “Mexican Tortas”  

Homework Completion  

Physical Activity-Team 

Basketball 

Dodge Ball 

 



 
 
Lunch Menu 
 
 

 

Today:  Crispy Taco with Salsa, Shredded Lettuce, Diced 
Tomatoes, Refried Beans, Sherbet Cup, Diced Pears. 
 
 
 

Tuesday:  Popcorn Chicken or Fruit Chicken Salad, White 
or Wheat Sliced Bread, Potato Salad, Green Beans, Fresh 
Apple. 

 

 

 

Wednesday:  Mini Corn Dogs or Chef Salad, Macaroni 
Salad, Italian Veggies, Yellow Squash, Choice of Juice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

That’s all for now. We’ll see you Thursday. Have a great 
day, and study hard! Your future depends on it! 

 
 


