
 
 
 

Good morning, it’s March 28, 2013, and welcome to 

Panther News. I’m __________________________, 

____th grade. 

 

 

Next week, we begin our STAAR exams, and our 

Principal, Mr. Cano has joined us to talk about this 

testing time and its importance. 

 

Welcome, sir! 

 

 

Thank you, Mr. Cano. 

 

Let’s study hard, and pass our STAAR exams! 

 



 
As we mentioned in our last PANTHER NEWS, we have no 
school tomorrow because it is “Good Friday”. Jesus Christ 
was crucified on this day, AD 33. It is also known as “Holy 
Friday”, “Great Friday”, “Black Friday”, or “Easter Friday”. 
 
 
The “History Channel” has a special program or 
docudrama called “The Bible”, and this Sunday, it will 
conclude this series with the crucifixion and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ. Again, he was crucified on Friday, and 
resurrected on the following Sunday … Easter. If you 
don’t know these two words … crucifixion and 
resurrection … use your dictionary to look up their 
meaning. 
 

We mentioned that this special program is a docudrama. 
What is a docudrama? It is documentary-style 
programming or staged theatre that shows dramatized 
re-enactments of actual historical events. It focuses on 
the facts of the event, as they are known, and it uses 
literary and narrative techniques to tell a story. 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Documentary
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Drama
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Re-enactment


 

Good morning. I’m __________________________, 
____th grade.  

 

What can you do between now and next Monday to 
prepare even more for your STAAR exams … STUDY! But 
let’s take a look at how to study so you are smart about 
it, don’t waste time, and don’t become tired and 
frustrated or upset. 

 

We will have a three-day weekend to prepare for the 
exams, so again, be smart about it. For those subjects 
you will be testing on next week, do what it takes to find 
out information you don’t know or understand. Think 
about what you have studied and not understood the 
whole school year for each subject. 

 

Go through your notes and textbook and if you have a 
computer and the Internet, go online and look up the 
information for a better understanding. Do what it takes, 
but be smart about it! 



 

Good morning. I’m __________________________, 
____th grade.  

 

 

If your subject is covered on “Study Island”, you have a 
user name and password, and you have a computer and 
the Internet, study online, but be smart about it! 

 

Go to that subject section, and then focus on the 
categories you think you really need to focus on for a 
better understanding. And for a better understanding, 
particularly if you miss the answer to the question, click 
on “explanation”. 

 

By clicking on “explanation” … and this is really important 
for the Math section … you can get a better 
understanding of how to answer the question or in the 
case of Math, do the problem. Be smart about it! 

 



Good morning. I’m __________________________, 
____th grade.  

 

Be smart about it! You never know, your parents might 
be able to help you study during this three-day weekend. 
Just the fact that you are trying at home to prepare more 
for the STAAR exams will show them that you truly care 
about your education. And because of this, they will 
support you even more. 

 

Take advantage of the Internet. Cyberspace is an 
amazing place to find information and explanations. 
“Study Island” is just one formal example of schools and 
students using this website to support subjects. There 
are hundreds and hundreds of websites that will give 
information and even answer questions.  

 

Just search whatever the topic might be using Yahoo, 
Google or Bing, and then begin to look at the different 
websites to see if they have the information and answers 
you need for a better understanding. 

 



 

Good morning. I’m __________________________, 
____th grade.  

 

 

Another good thing about using search engines like 
Yahoo, Google or Bing to look at different websites is 
that it will help you prepare even more when you have to 
do research at the college level. If you get used to 
searching and going to websites this way to find 
information, you’ll be able to do it quickly and efficiently 
so you don’t waste time and get tired.  

 

So when you are studying at home during this three-day 
weekend, take advantage of the Internet and not only 
prepare for your STAAR exams, but also your future in 
college. 

 

 

 



Good morning. I’m __________________________, 
____th grade.  

 

We have all heard of the Astrodome in Houston. It is the 
world’s first domed sports stadium. It is part of the 
Reliant Park complex. It opened in 1965 as Harris County 
Domed Stadium and was nicknamed the "Eighth Wonder 
of the World".  

 

The multi-purpose stadium, designed for both football 
and baseball, is nearly circular, and the inspiration to 
build it came from the Coliseum design in Rome, Italy. 
When the Astrodome opened on April 9, 1965, Judy 
Garland and The Supremes performed on opening night 
to a sell-out crowd. 

 

For most of the 1965 season, the Astros played on green-
painted dirt and dead grass. Later, artificial grass or 
“Astro Turf” was installed. Throughout its history, the 
Astrodome was known as a pitcher's park. Over time, it 
gave up fewer home runs than any other park in the 
National League. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reliant_Park
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eighth_Wonder_of_the_World
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eighth_Wonder_of_the_World
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Multi-purpose_stadium
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Judy_Garland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Judy_Garland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Supremes
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1965_Houston_Astros_season


 

Good morning. I’m __________________________, 
____th grade.  

 

 

The Houston Astrodome was well known for a four-story 
scoreboard called the "Astrolite", composed of 
thousands of light bulbs that featured a lot of 
animations. After every Astros home run, the scoreboard 
featured a minute-long animated celebration of pistols, 
bulls, and fireworks. 

 

The Astrodome hosted the AMA Supercross event from 
1974–2002. The Republican National Convention was 
held there in 1992. One of the largest crowds in the 
Astrodome's history, more than 66,746 fans, came on 
February 26, 1995, to see Tejano superstar Selena and 
her band Los Dinos perform. The last concert performed 
at the Astrodome was George Strait and the Ace in the 
Hole band.  

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1992_Republican_National_Convention
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tejano_music
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Selena
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Strait
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ace_in_the_Hole_(band)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ace_in_the_Hole_(band)


 

Some other great moments in the Astrodome’s history … 

 

The first home run in the Astrodome was hit by Mickey 
Mantle in 1965. 

Evel Knievel jumped 13 cars, two nights in a row, in 
January 1971. 

Legendary 3 time world heavyweight boxing champion 
Muhammad Ali fought Cleveland Williams in November 
1966. 

Elvis Presley gave a performed in February, 1970 and 
March 3, 1974. 

The British heavy metal band Deep Purple performed in 
August, 1974. 

The Rolling Stones performed in October, 1981 and 
November, 1989. 

Madonna performed in July, 1987. 

The Astrodome hosted the 1989 NBA All-Star Game. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mickey_Mantle
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mickey_Mantle
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Evel_Knievel
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muhammad_Ali
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cleveland_Williams
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elvis_Presley
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deep_Purple
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Rolling_Stones
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Madonna_(entertainer)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1989_NBA_All-Star_Game


Today, the Astrodome is no longer being used. Some 
people want to destroy it to make room for a parking lot 
next to Reliant Stadium, and some people want to save it 
because of its history, and find a use for it.  

 

Plans to convert the Astrodome into a luxury hotel have 
been rejected. A proposal to convert it into a movie 
production studio has been discussed. What would your 
suggestion be? The City of Houston is still looking for 
suggestions. If you come up with a suggestion, make sure 
that it is feasible or possible to do as it relates to cost or 
the amount of money that would have to be spent. 

 

Use our e-mail, and send us your suggestion … 

 

panthernewsreport@panthernewsreport.com 
 
panthernewsreport@panthernewsreport.com 
 
 
We will read your suggestion on PANTHER NEWS, and if 
it is a useful one, we will make sure that it is sent to the 
right people in our City Government.  

mailto:panthernewsreport@panthernewsreport.com
mailto:panthernewsreport@panthernewsreport.com


Some Quick Announcements: 

 

 

The Tejano Center Board of Directors meeting will take 
place today on campus. In an upcoming broadcast, we 
will talk about a “board of directors” ... its definition and 
function. And we may have one of our board members 
appear on PANTHER NEWS as a guest speaker. 

 

Mr. Chambers and a core group of 8th grade students will 

be attending the “Three Decades of Achievement” event 

for the Houston Coalition for the Homeless next Friday, 

April 5th , downtown Houston. The students will be 

displaying and explaining Digital Art about homelessness. 

Mayor Annise Parker will be the keynote or main speaker 

at the event, and the students and our school will be 

recognized. Mr. Chambers congratulates this core group 

of students and the entire 8th grade class for doing a 

great job with their advocacy essays, PowerPoint 

presentations and Digital Art to call attention to the 

homeless, and celebrate their humanity. 



Send us your comments and other submissions. 
PANTHER NEWS can only get better if you help us make it 
better. And if you are interested in being a newscaster, 
please let Mr. Chambers know in room 331. 
  
Our e-mail address: 
  

panthernewsreport@panthernewsreport.com 

 

panthernewsreport@panthernewsreport.com 

 

 

 
We are students. It’s important that we come to school 
with supplies: pens, pencils and paper. This shows 
everyone around us that we are prepared. And we 
should use our planners so that we are organized. 
  
 
 
Let’s make sure that we are following the uniform code 
in our student handbook. Being in proper uniform makes 
our school culture stronger. It brings us together. People 
from the outside see us as one. 

mailto:panthernewsreport@panthernewsreport.com


We should wear our ID badge at all times while on 
campus. Many of us are not wearing it. It’s important to 
have it in case of an emergency, and it also makes our 
school culture stronger. And again, people from the 
outside see us as one.We should respect each other as 
we pass by in the hallways. Stay to your right, and NO 
BULLYING, please! 
 
 
If you see trash in the hallways of our buildings and 
anywhere on our campus, pick it up, and throw it in a 
garbage can. One piece of trash can make our whole 
campus look like a dump ground, and we don’t want this. 
 
  
Do not enter the buildings until 7:55am, and do not walk 
in with open containers of beverages. Drinks have been 
spilled in the hallways, and this does not look good with 
messy and stained floors.  
 
 

After school, stay in the gated area ... courtyard ... and 
wait for your parents to pick you up. Students have been 
seen wandering around. Please 

 



Communities In Schools: 

 

Today:  Reading Tutoring – Vocabulary Review. 
Homework Completion. College and Workforce 
Readiness – “Career Highlight, Detectives”. Youth 
Development Enrichment – Soccer Scrimmage, Xbox, Wii, 
Board Games. 

 

Lunch Menu: 

 

Today:  Toast Ham and Cheese Sandwich or Chunky 

Chicken Salad, Broccoli and Cheese, Carrot Coins, Sun 

Chips, Fruit Mix and Gelatin. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



That’s all for now. We’ll see you on April 8th since next 

week we’ll be busy with our STAAR exams. Have a great 

day, and study hard! Your future depends on it! 

     

 

 

 


