
 

Good morning, it’s February 21, 2013, and welcome to 

Panther News. I’m __________________________, 

____th grade. 

 

 

As we mentioned in our last broadcast, this month is 

“National African American History Month”, and the 

school committee to celebrate this month invites grades 

6 through 8 to attend its program ... “E-Racism:  Keeping 

the Dream Alive” ... this Friday morning in the cafetorium 

from 8:30 to 10am. A special guest will be performing. 

 

 

Teachers should take roll for their first period class, and 

then immediately take the students downstairs so 

everyone can be seated for the beginning of the 

program. 

 

 



Good morning, I’m __________________________, 

____th grade. 

 

Let’s take an additional look at “National African 
American History Month” by reading a few excerpts or 
passages from President Obama’s “Presidential 
Proclamation: National African American History Month, 
2013”. 

 

In America, we share a dream that lies at the heart of our 
founding: that no matter who you are, no matter what 
you look like, no matter how modest your beginnings or 
the circumstances of your birth, you can make it if you 
try. 

 

For African Americans, it was a dream denied until 150 
years ago, when a great emancipator called for the end 
of slavery. It was a dream deferred less than 50 years 
ago, when a preacher spoke of justice and brotherhood 
from Lincoln's memorial. 



Good morning, I’m __________________________, 
____th grade. 

 

 

Today, because of that hope, coupled with the hard and 
painstaking labor of Americans sung and unsung, we live 
in a moment when the dream of equal opportunity is 
within reach for people of every color and creed. 

 

National African American History Month is a time to tell 
those stories of freedom won and honor the individuals 
who wrote them. We listen to the echoes of speeches 
and struggle that made our Nation stronger, and we hear 
again the thousands who sat in, stood up, and called out 
for equal treatment under the law. 

 

Today, Dr. King, President Lincoln, and other shapers of 
our American story proudly watch over our National 
Mall. They spoke and marched and toiled and bled 
shoulder-to-shoulder with ordinary people who burned 
with the same hope for a brighter day. 



Good morning, I’m __________________________, 

____th grade. 

 

 

That legacy is shared; that spirit is American. And just as 

it guided us forward 150 years ago and 50 years ago, it 

guides us forward today. So let us honor those who came 

before by striving toward their example, and let us follow 

in their footsteps toward the better future that is ours to 

claim. 

 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the 

United States of America, by virtue of the authority 

vested in me by the Constitution and the laws of the 

United States, do hereby proclaim February 2013 as 

“National African American History Month”. 

 

 

 



 

Good morning, I’m __________________________, 

____th grade. 

 

You just heard part of President Obama’s Proclamation 

for “National African American History Month”. Let’s 

take a look at the “Emancipation Proclamation”, an order 

issued by President Lincoln, January 1st , 1863 ... 150 

years ago. 

 

It proclaimed all those enslaved in Confederate territory 

to be forever free, and ordered the Army ... and all 

segments of the Executive branch ... to treat as free all 

those enslaved in ten states that were still in rebellion, 

thus applying to 3.1 million of the 4 million slaves in the 

United States. 

 

It made the eradication or elimination of slavery a war 

goal, in addition to the goal of reuniting the Union. 

 



Good morning, I’m __________________________, 

____th grade. 

 

 

And let’s finish our PANTHER NEWS celebration of this 

month by reading a few excerpts or passages from Dr. 

Martin Luther King’s “I Have a Dream” speech at the 

Lincoln Memorial in Washington, D.C., August 28, 1963 ... 

50 years ago. 

 

Five score years ago, a great American, in whose 

symbolic shadow we stand signed the “Emancipation 

Proclamation”. This momentous decree came as a great 

beacon light of hope to millions of Negro slaves. 

 

But one hundred years later, we must face the tragic fact 

that the Negro is still not free. One hundred years later, 

the life of the Negro is still sadly crippled by the manacles 

of segregation and the chains of discrimination. 

 



 Good morning, I’m __________________________, 

____th grade. 

 

 

In a sense we have come to our nation's capital to cash a 

check. When the architects of our republic wrote the 

magnificent words of the Constitution and the 

Declaration of Independence, they were signing a 

promissory note. This note was a promise that all men 

would be guaranteed the inalienable rights of life, liberty, 

and the pursuit of happiness. 

 

 

Instead of honoring this sacred obligation, America has 

given the Negro people a bad check. But we refuse to 

believe that the bank of justice is bankrupt. So we have 

come to cash this check ... a check that will give us upon 

demand the riches of freedom and the security of justice. 

 

 



Now is the time to rise from the dark and desolate valley of 

segregation to the sunlit path of racial justice. Now is the 

time to open the doors of opportunity to all of God's 

children. Now is the time to lift our nation from the 

quicksand of racial injustice to the solid rock of 

brotherhood. 

 

There will be neither rest nor tranquility in America until the 

Negro is granted his citizenship rights. The whirlwinds of 

revolt will continue to shake the foundations of our nation 

until the bright day of justice emerges. 

 

I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live 

out the true meaning of its creed: "We hold these truths to 

be self-evident: that all men are created equal." 

 

When we allow freedom to ring, when we let it ring from 

every village and every hamlet, from every state and every 

city, will be able to join hands and sing in the words of the 

old Negro spiritual, "Free at last! free at last! thank God 

Almighty, we are free at last!" 



Some quick announcements: 

 

Mr. Kraus, Art teacher wants us to announce that his Art 
I, II, and III students are currently working in Watercolor. 
They just finished a “Class Study”. They chose a subject 
as a class, and painted together as a group. Now, they 
are picking their own subject matter to paint in 
Watercolor ... landscape, seascape, still life, portrait. 

 

 

And Mr. Kraus wants to thank some of the students for 
bringing paper towels to class, a needed supply when it 
comes to painting in Watercolor and cleaning and drying 
the brushes. A big “Panther Thanks” to Angel L., Janet P., 
Karen M., and Ramon M. for the rolls of paper towels! 

 

 

Our Tejano Center for Community Concerns and Raul 

Yzaguirre School for Success website has a new look with 

more information. Check it out at tejanocenter.org.  



 

Students who worked with Mr. Chambers two weeks ago 

to request photographs of Earth from the International 

Space Station can see their images by going to: 

tomrchambers.com/ryss_iss2.html 

If you can’t remember this web address, go to Mr. 

Chambers’ classroom for a written version. 

 

Students, “go live”, and read your composition on 

PANTHER NEWS ... a great experience! Ask your ELA 

teacher to send us your work, and we’ll contact you.  

 

 

Again, our e-mail address so you can send your 
comments and submissions to PANTHER NEWS for 
broadcast consideration: 

 
 

panthernewsreport@panthernewsreport.com 

 

 

mailto:panthernewsreport@panthernewsreport.com


 

Please come to school with basic school supplies:  pens, 

pencils and paper. 

 

Please make sure that you are following the uniform 

code in your student handbook.  

 

Wear your ID badge at all times while on campus. 

 

Respect each other as you pass by in the hallways. Stay 

to your right, and NO BULLYING, please!  

 

If you see trash in the hallways of our buildings and 

anywhere on our campus, pick it up, and throw it in a 

garbage can. 

 

 

 



Communities in Schools: 

 

 

Today:  Reading Tutoring. Homework Completion. 

College and Workforce Readiness – “Career Highlight, 

Police Officer”. Youth Development Enrichment – Dodge 

Ball, Xbox, Wii, Board Games.   

 

 

Friday:  Career Awareness – “Get The Math, Math in 

Basketball”. Homework Completion. Physical Activity – 

Soccer Practice. Fine Arts and Technology – Xbox, Wii.   

 

   

 

 

 

 



 

Lunch Menu 

 

 

 

Today:  Toasted Ham and Cheese Sandwich or Taco 
Crispy, Lettuce and Tomato, Pinto Beans, Sugar Cookie, 
Diced Pears. 

 

 

 

 

Friday:  Crispy Chicken or Fish on Bun, Mayo and 
Ketchup, Salad, Sweet Potato Sticks, Fresh Fruit. 

 

 

  
    

That’s all for now. We’ll see you next Monday. Have a 
great day, and study hard! Your future depends on it! 
 


