
 

Good morning, it’s December 10, 2012, and welcome to 

Panther News.  I’m __________________________, 

____th grade. 

 

 

We have a special treat for you this morning. Students 

from Mr. De La Garza’s music class will play “Jingle Bells”. 

 

On violins:  Jennifer Fontes, Marisol Cervantes, Noe 

Rivera and Jasmin Roman. 

 

Enjoy! 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Thank you! 

 

Tomorrow will be an exciting day at RYSS! We will be 

hosting a “STEM and Career Fair” for seniors and grades 6 

through 8 in the gym from 8:30 to 11:00am. 

 

Colleges in attendance will be:  Houston Community 

College, Texas Southern University, North American College 

and Texas A&M University. A representative from the Navy 

and the Collegiate Zone will also be present. The University 

of Houston Downtown and Rice University will have their 

Planetariums. 

 

Engineers from MEI Technologies will present: “Our Body in 

Space”, meterorite samples, Lunar samples, Space Shuttle 

tiles/food/gloves, “Experimenting”, and “Inflatable 

Technology”. 

 

 



 

Good morning, I’m __________________________, ____th 

grade. 

 

Mr. Lewis and Mr. Moreno will display student work from 
the “Infinity Project”. Mr. Sanchez will display “Robotics”. 
Mr. Chambers will display photos of Earth requested by 
students and taken by cameras on board NASA’s 
International Space Station as a part of the EarthKAM 
program. He will also display photos of the Space 
Weather/NASA Magnetospheric Multiscale Mission Digital 
Art Workshop held at Dublin ISD in Dublin, Texas.  

 

We mentioned the letters, “STEM” as a part of the career 
fair. They stand for: Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics. These “STEM” fields of study comprise or 
make up a key or important portion of the public education 
agenda of the United States.  

 

NASA has started programs and curriculum to advance 
“STEM” education in order to hire more scientists, engineers 
and mathematicians who will lead space exploration in the 
21st century. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Public_education


 

Good morning, I’m __________________________, ____th 

grade. 

 

In order for the United States to remain the economic and 
technological leader of the global marketplace of the 21st 
century, “STEM”related programs for teachers and students 
need to be in the schools. Basic scientific research is needed 
to inspire current and future generations of young people to 
pursue careers in “STEM” fields.  

 

The organization called “STEM Coalition” believes, “Our 
nation must improve the way our students learn Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics. The business, 
education, and “STEM” communities must work together to 
achieve this goal. 

 

The greatest advancements in our society have come from 
the minds of those interested in or studied in the areas of 
“STEM”. The “STEM” workforce has an impact on a nation’s 
competitiveness, economic growth, and overall standard of 
living . . . “STEM” jobs are the jobs of the future.  



 

Good morning, I’m __________________________, ____th 

grade. 

 

We mentioned in a previous broadcast that Ms. Torres, Mr. 
Brown and the “Youth Advisory Group” are working on the 
project, “Homelessness and Poverty in the Latino 
Community”. Mr. Chambers and the 7th grade class are also 
beginning to research “Homelessness” in general to produce 
informational brochures about this social issue. 

 

When you can, go to a computer, and read about this 
terrible situation for millions of people ... many of them, 
children ... and even do a picture search to see how 
shocking their condition is. We all need to help our “fellow 
man” get out of this kind of situation. 

 

The United Nations, Department of Economic and Social 
Affairs defines a homeless household as having no shelter. 
Those people have few possessions or belongings with 
them. They sleep in the streets, in doorways and in other 
places or spaces. People who are homeless are most often 



unable to get and maintain regular, safe, secure, and 
adequate housing.  

Good morning, I’m __________________________, ____th 

grade. 

 

There is an organization in Houston called “Coalition for the 
Homeless”. They have a meaningful website, and the 
address is homelesshouston.org   

 

Become an advocate! What is an advocate? It is someone 
who pleads or speaks for a cause. He or she takes action to 
make something happen. So “join the bandwagon” ... get 
involved to help get rid of and prevent homelessnessness. It 
is a terrible thing that a country like the United States has 
millions of homeless people! 

 

Here are some ideas to help you become an advocate to 
help get rid of and prevent homelessnessness: use your 
Facebook and Twitter pages to talk about it, and ask for 
ideas;  go to a blog website like Blogger.com or 
WordPress.com, and set up your own advocacy blog; and 
use Ustream like we are doing right now to broadcast 



programs about it. And we are sure you will have other 
ideas.  

 

Good morning, I’m __________________________, ____th 

grade. 

 

Mr. Chambers has an interesting display near his classroom 
on the third floor. It is called “Tom’s Tweets”. Tom is Mr. 
Chambers’ first name. 

 

His “tweets” are just a few out of the many he has made on 

Twitter about education and technology. He is connected to 

almost 600 teachers and technology directors. On a daily 

basis, he and these other people exchange “tweets” to 

know more about education and technology. He and they 

help each other to do better for their students. This kind of 

social networking makes education better for all. 

 

He wants us to mention how he feels about students using 

social networking tools like Twitter, Facebook and others. 

 



 

 

Good morning, I’m __________________________, ____th 

grade. 

 

Mr. Chambers says ... 

 

“When you “tweet” on Twitter, or say something on any 

other social networking website like Facebook, MySpace, 

Tumblr, Pinterest, etc., make sure that you are SMART with 

your words. Have something meaningful to say to influence 

someone in a positive way. Avoid bad language and words 

that would offend someone. These websites give you an 

opportunity to let the world know who you are, so show 

your intelligence, and have something to say that someone 

can appreciate, and learn from.” 

 

When you get a chance, take a look at the display, and read 

some of Mr. Chambers’ “tweets”. 

 



 

 

 

Mr. Herrera wants us to announce that there will be a field 

trip for 7th graders to San Antonio this Thursday to see the 

Alamo and Spanish missions. 

 

The Alamo is where the “Battle of the Alamo” happened, 

February 23 – March 6, 1836. This was an important event 

in the “Texas Revolution”. Mexican troops under President 

General Antonio López de Santa Anna attacked the Alamo 

Mission near San Antonio de Béxar ... modern-day San 

Antonio.  

 

All but two of the defenders were killed. Other Texas 

settlers and adventurers from the United States joined the 

Texian Army, and they defeated the Mexican Army at the 

“Battle of San Jacinto” on April 21, 1836, ending the 

revolution. 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/President_of_Mexico
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antonio_L%C3%B3pez_de_Santa_Anna
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alamo_Mission_in_San_Antonio
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alamo_Mission_in_San_Antonio
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Antonio_de_B%C3%A9xar
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_San_Jacinto


 

 

Another exciting event will be happening at RYSS on 

December 14, this Friday in the cafeteria from 7:00 to 

11:00pm ... the “Winter Wonderland Dance”, our first, 

winter formal dance. 

 

Tickets can be purchased for $5.00 via Ms. Mills or at the 

door the evening of the dance. You can bring a date, and the 

refreshments are free. 

 

The name of the dance event, "Winter Wonderland" is a 

winter song, popular as a Christmas-time pop standard, 

written in 1934 by Felix Bernard and Richard B. Smith. Over 

the years, it has been recorded by over 150 different 

musicians and singers. 

 

 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmas_song
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Traditional_pop_music
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Felix_Bernard
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_B._Smith
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Winter_Wonderland#Recorded_versions
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Winter_Wonderland#Recorded_versions


 

“Communities in Schools” is very active on our campus. To give 

you an idea of what will be happening: 

 

Today:  Math Unit Review. Math – “Duct Tape Wallet”. 

Homework Assistance. Soccer, Xbox, Wii.   

 

Tuesday:  Science Unit Review. Science – “Coke and Mentos 

Geyser”. Arts – “Mini Christmas Wreaths”. Homework 

Assistance. Soccer, Cosmetology, Xbox, Wii.   

   

Wednesday:  Workbook Vocabulary Lesson 5 Review. Reading – 

“Chaos”. Homework Assistance. Dodge Ball, Basketball.   

 

Thursday:  Workbook Vocabulary Lesson 6 Review. College 

Readiness – “Volunteer Work”. Homework Assistance. 

“Obstacle Course”, Xbox, Wii, Board Games.    

 

Friday:  Career Awareness – “Leadership Skills”. Technology – 

Xbox, Wii. Homework Assistance. Dodge Ball, Soccer 

Scrimmage.  



 

   

Some quick announcements: 

 

The “Best Christmas Ever” event this past Saturday was a 

great success. Many boys and girls received gifts and 

clothes, and a great Christmas meal was enjoyed by 

everyone. Mr. Villarreal wants to thank all of the 

volunteers who participated. 

 

The date for the collection of canned goods and non-

perishable items is December 14. The Youth Advisory 

Group is also asking that students donate blankets, if 

possible, along with the other items. 

 

Please make sure that you are following the uniform 

code in your student handbook. Wear your ID badge at 

all times while on campus. Respect each other as you 

pass by in the hallways. Stay to your right, and NO 

BULLYING, please! 



  

 

Please don’t enter the school buildings and walk around 

the hallways before 7:55am, and don’t walk in with open 

drinks like coffee, hot chocolate and sodas. It has also 

been called to our attention that some students have 

been seen walking the hallways late afternoons and early 

evenings after school. Please stay out of the buildings 

unless you have approval, or you are with a teacher 

staying late. 

 

If you see trash in the hallways of our buildings and 
anywhere on our campus, pick it up, and throw it in a 
garbage can. 
 

 

A pair of glasses were found outside on the ground. If 

these are yours, please go to room 331 to pick them up. 

 

 



 

 

Teachers please submit your students’ writing to Mr. 

Chambers so we can then contact those students for our 

broadcasts. We would like for them to have an 

opportunity to “go live” ... read their compositions ... on 

PANTHER NEWS ... a great experience!  

 

 

Again, our e-mail address so you can send your 
comments and submissions to PANTHER NEWS for 
broadcast consideration: 

 
panthernewsreport@panthernewsreport.com 

 

That’s all for now. We’ll see you next Monday since Mr. 
Chambers and several members of the PANTHER NEWS 
team will be on the field trip this Thursday to San 
Antonio to see the Alamo and Spanish missions.  
 
 

mailto:panthernewsreport@panthernewsreport.com


Have a great day, and study hard! Your future depends 
on it! 

 


