
Good morning, it’s November 15, 2012, and welcome to 

Panther News.  I’m __________________________, 

____th grade. 

 

 

Mr. De La Garza’s Cappela group will sing our National 

Anthem this morning. The group members are:  Xavier 

Barreda, Gabriel Fulfer, Kevin Gonzalez, Hugo Irene, 

Manuel Mendez, Jonathan Mondragon and Brian 

Navarro. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Thank you! 

 

The 7th grade students in Mr. Chambers’ Technology 

Applications classes are in the process of taking 

photographs of Earth from NASA’s International Space 

Station. This “window of opportunity” or time period for 

taking photographs continues today and tomorrow. 

 

If you are interested in taking one of these photographs, 

get permission from your teacher, and then go to Mr. 

Chambers’ classroom ... 331 . Teachers and staff, you 

may want to take a photograph too since this is an 

exciting opportunity for everyone here at RYSS to be 

involved with NASA and the International Space Station. 

Go to room 331. 

 

 

 

 

 



Good morning, I’m ________________,  _____th grade. 

 

 

As we mentioned in our last broadcast, this NASA 

program is called EarthKAM (cam), and during missions ... 

periods the EarthKAM camera is operational ... you can 

request photos of specific locations on Earth. Mr. 

Chambers has special code numbers to tell the camera 

on board the International Space Station to take pictures 

of Earth on certain orbits. 

 

 

The project was started by Dr. Sally Ride ... America’s first 

woman in space ... in 1995 and called KidSat. The KidSat 

camera flew on three space shuttle flights. The program 

was successful, and it was renamed EarthKAM (cam). The 

EarthKAM camera flew on two more space shuttle flights 

before moving over to the International Space Station in 

2001.   

 



Good morning, I’m ________________,  _____th grade. 

 

 

We want to remind everyone that Mr. Herrera’s Danza 

Azteca classes are currently being offered every Tuesday 

and Thursday this month from 4:10 to 5:00pm to 

celebrate “Native American Heritage Month”. 

 

The classes provide an educational view of the traditional 

Mexican dance form that originated or began in 

Mexico/Tenochtitlan (Mexico City). Traditional drumming 

and ancient story telling that make up this culture’s 

history are also being taught. 

 

Interested students need to pick up a permission slip 

from Mr. Herrera in room 307. 

 

 

 



Good morning, I’m ________________,  _____th grade. 

 

Since this is “Native American Heritage Month” let’s take 

a look at one of the first recorded encounters of a 

European with Native Americans ... Indians ... in our area. 

 

In 1528, a Spanish expedition was shipwrecked on a 

small island off the Texas coast near present-day 

Galveston. One of the explorers, Álvar Núñez Cabeza de 

Vaca, became separated from the others and was forced 

to begin a new life among the Karankawa Indians.  He 

became a medicine man and the first European trader in 

Texas, trading Karankawa seashells and mesquite beans 

for skins and red paint from inland tribes.  

 

Eight years later, Cabeza de Vaca and three others finally 

made an epic walk to Mexico, the only survivors among 

some eighty men. The book, “Relación (Account)”, 

published by Cabeza de Vaca and the others about the 

experience was the first ever written about Texas and 

the first description of Texas Indians. 

https://www.tsl.state.tx.us/exhibits/indian/intro/page2.html#Karankawa


Good morning, I’m ________________,  _____th grade. 

 

We used the word, “Indian” for “Native American” earlier. 

Why the word, “Indian”? 

 

The word is thought to have originated as a misconception 

on the part of the Europeans who arrived in Central America 

in 1492. Since Christopher Columbus began his journey to 

America with the purpose of finding another route to 

Southeast Asia ... where the country of India is located ... he 

is said to have assumed that the people he came into 

contact with upon reaching land were “Indians”. 

 

In the 1970s, the academic world began promoting the term 

“Native American” as a politically correct alternative to 

“Indian”. However, Native Americans also have some issues 

with this name because anyone born in the Americas could 

be considered "Native American". "Indigenous peoples of 

the Americas" is the most accurate term, but the word, 

“Indian” is still widely used. 

 



Good morning, I’m ________________,  _____th grade. 

 

We want to announce again the Youth Advisory Group’s 

very important activity of collecting cans and non-

perishables to donate to a local food bank. As part of their 

National Council of La Raza project, they are addressing the 

issue of hunger and homelessness in the Latino community 

by collecting items during the holidays, and donating these 

items to local shelters and food banks.  

 

All classes in grades 6 through 8 please participate. The 

collection will begin November 19, and it will end November 

30. The items will be delivered that afternoon to the food 

bank. 

 

Boxes should be by the classrooms next Monday for the 

collection of these items. The class period that collects the 

most items will receive a pizza party. Please donate, and 

give back to your community. It is important to understand 

the true meaning of these upcoming holidays. 

 



 

Good morning, I’m ________________,  _____th grade. 

 

 

“Communities in Schools” is very active on our campus. 

To give you an idea of what will be happening: 

 

Today:  Reading Tutoring – Workbook Vocabulary Lesson 

3. Homework completion. College and Workforce 

Readiness – “College Life and Experience”. Homework 

Completion. Youth Development Enrichment – Soccer, 

Xbox and Wii, “Bachata Dancing”, Youth Advisory Group 

Meeting.  

 

Friday:  Career Awareness – College Review, University of 

Houston Downtown. Homework Completion. Physical 

Activity – “Flag Football”. Fine Arts Technology – Xbox. 

Physical Activity – “Soccer Scrimmage”. Fine Arts 

Technology – Wii.   

   



     

Some quick announcements: 

 

Mr. Chambers wants us to mention again that if there 

are any students who are 18 or older, and might be 

interested in a broadcasting internship or volunteer work 

at KUHF and KUHT studios, see him in room 331 so he 

can help you submit an application for consideration.  

 

We mentioned in our last broadcast Ms. Blake’s “Anti-

bullying” pledge for the students. If you want to take this 

pledge, go to classroom 97 before or after school. 

 

Teachers please submit ... on a regular basis ... your 

students’ writing to Mr. Chambers so we can then 

contact those students for our broadcasts. We would like 

for them to have an opportunity to “go live” ... read their 

compositions ... on PANTHER NEWS ... a great 

experience!  

 



And more quick announcements: 

 

Make sure that you are following the uniform code in 

your student handbook. 

 
Wear your ID badge at all times while on campus. 
 
 
Respect each other as you pass by in the hallways. Stay 
to your right, and NO BULLYING, please! 
 
 
If you see trash in the hallways of our buildings and 
anywhere on our campus, please pick it up, and throw it 
in a garbage can. 
 
 

Please don’t enter the school buildings and walk around 

the hallways before 7:55am. If there is a club meeting or 

a reason to see a specific teacher earlier, this is 

understood, but if not, please don’t enter the buildings 

until 7:55am. 



 
Lunch Menu: 
 
 
 
Today:  Chicken Nuggets, Carrots, Mashed Potatoes and 
Gravy, Raisins, Oatmeal Cookie, Diced Pears. 
 
 
Friday:  A special meal to celebrate “Thanksgiving” :  
Turkey with Brown Gravy and Dressing, Green Beans, 
Broccoli, Cheese and Rice Casserole, Dinner Roll, Peach 
Cobbler. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 
 
That’s all for now. We’ll see you next Monday. Have a 
great day, and study hard! Your future depends on it! 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


