
Gun    

Violence 

In 

Schools  

If there’s a 
gun threat, 
phone number 
and address: 

202-456-1111  
1600 Pennsylvania 

Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 

20500 



Gun violence 
Gun violence is defined literally means the 

use of a firearm to threaten or inflict vio-

lence or harm. Gun violence may be 

broadly defined as a category of violence 

and crime committed with the use of a 

firearm; it may or may not include actions 

ruled as self-defense, actions for law en-

forcement, or the safe lawful use of fire-

arms for sport, hunting, and target prac-

tice. Gun violence encompasses intention-

al crime characterized as homicide 

(although not all homicide is automatical-

ly a crime) and assault with a deadly 

weapon, as well as unintentional injury 

and death resulting from the misuse of 

firearms, sometimes by children and ado-

lescents. Gun violence statistics also may 

include self-inflicted gunshot wounds 

(both suicide, attempted  suicide/

homicide combinations sometimes seen 

within families). 

gun violence   

causes 

During the 1980s and early 1990s, there was 

a strong upward trend in adolescent suicides 

with a gun, as well as a sharp overall increase 

in suicides among those age 75 and over.  In 

the United States, firearms remain the most 

common method of suicide, accounting for 

52.1% of all suicides committed during 2005 

Unlike in the U.S., suicides committed with 

guns in countries where firearms are uncom-

monly are similarly uncommon (an obvious 

statistic, since guns are not as available). 

Homicide is defined as the intentional and 

illegal death caused by one individual on an-

other and in this case with a firearm. In a re-

cent study by the UN, it was found that fire-

arms cause an average 60% of all homicides. 

In 2010 USA homicides, guns are the weap-

ons of choice especially for multiple homi-

cides. 

How to Stop 

gun violence 
The Coalition to Stop Gun Violence (CSGV), and 

the Educational Fund to Stop Gun Violence 

(EFSGV or Ed Fund), its sister organization, are 

two parts of a national, non-profit gun control 

advocacy organization. In 1974, the United 

Methodist General Board of Church and Society 

formed the National Coalition to Ban Handguns, 

a group of thirty religious, labor, and nonprofit 

organizations with the goal of addressing "the 

high rates of gun-related crime and death in 

American society" by licensing gun owners, reg-

istering firearms, and banning private owner-

ship of handguns with "reasonable limited ex-

ceptions" for “police, military, licensed security 

guards, antique dealers who have guns in terri-

ble condition, and licensed pistol clubs where 

firearms are kept on the premises.” In the 1980s 

and 1990s, the coalition grew to 44 member 

groups. In 1989, the National Coalition to Ban 

Handguns changed its name to the Coalition to 

Stop Gun Violence, in part because the group 

felt that "assault rifles" as well as handguns, 

should be outlawed. Today, the coalition com-

prises 48 member organizations. 


