Louis Armstrong (August 4, 1901 – July 6, 1971), nicknamed Satchmo or Pops, was an American jazz
trumpeter and singer from New Orleans, Louisiana. Coming to prominence in the 1920s as an
"inventive" cornet and trumpet player, Armstrong was a foundational influence in jazz, shifting the
music's focus from collective improvisation to solo performance.
With his instantly recognizable deep and distinctive gravelly voice, Armstrong was also an influential
singer, demonstrating great dexterity as an improviser, bending the lyrics and melody of a song for
expressive purposes. He was also greatly skilled at scat singing (vocalizing using sounds and syllables
instead of actual lyrics).
Renowned for his charismatic stage presence and voice almost as much as for his trumpet-playing,
Armstrong's influence extends well beyond jazz music, and by the end of his career in the 1960s, he was
widely regarded as a profound influence on popular music in general.
Armstrong was one of the first truly popular African-American entertainers to "cross over," whose skincolor was secondary to his music in an America that was severely racially divided. He had socially
acceptable access to the upper echelons of American society that were highly restricted for a black man.
He rarely publicly politicized his race, often to the dismay of fellow African-Americans, he was privately a
strong supporter of the Civil Rights movement in America.

Pops is still making the news with this story at the BBC about one of his very last performances being
released:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-17873153
Final Armstrong record released, the last live recording of jazz legend Louis Armstrong, performing
shortly before his death against the advice of his doctors, is made public.

Would you believe it! Pops is back in the charts in the UK. His 'Best of Louis Armstrong' CD is in the
album charts, which only goes to prove that Pops' music is as timeless as time itself. Move over all you
little dogs, the big dog’s back in town!

Today we have something you may not have seen, Louis with Dean Martin. It was filmed almost nearly
46 years ago to the day on 26 September 1965. Dean Martin and Louis Armstrong – “Live and Swingin”.
On “The Dean Martin Show”, “Rock a Bye My Baby”. Today in 1962 in Louis Armstrong's Wonderful
World, Satchmo, along with the All Stars was in Germany. Louis was in the middle of a European tour
and on this day he was in Munich recording a television show called The Satchmo Story. The clip says 3rd
October 1932, by which time Louis was back in the USA, this was the date it was broadcast.
Mea Culpa! As Phil Person pointed out earlier on the comments to our earlier post, we got a day ahead
of ourselves, and the wrong year! Louis Armstrong recorded those tracks on 18 May 1936, not 17th
May. Many apologies, I guess like Pops we were ahead of our time. Thanks Phil for pointing out our
mistake. Tomorrow we'll make up for it with something special.

Yesterday Russ Titelman & Bill Levenson, both Grammy Award Winners, finished mastering the Louis
Armstrong 10 CD box set that will be released by Universal Music in the first week of August. The sound
quality of the music is remarkable and will delight all fans of Pops. Here's a photo taken by Russ T. in the
New York City mastering studio of one of the tapes that contains some of the unreleased material that
will be heard for the first time in a matter of weeks.
Source:
http://www.facebook.com/#!/louisarmstrong
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