
Media Influence on Teenagers 

It seems that every time a new show surfaces on television, it has a bad 
influence.  Shows that are broadcast always have some kind of negative 
effect.   Although the shows seem to be very interesting and entertaining, they 
can fool young minds. There is a show called “Teen Moms”. It’s about teenage 
girls who are pregnant, and the whole idea and concept of the show seems, in my 
opinion, to be negative.  It's giving teens the okay to be pregnant.  With this show, 
media is having a negative impact on teenagers.   

Another show is MTV. It is a very entertaining show, but at the same time, young 
people may be watching, and getting the idea that drinking and partying is the 
popular thing to do these days, and the way to fit in with other people. There are 
kids who stay up late to watch television. I believe that the media needs to cut 
back on the shows that are being aired, and have better content for the 
shows.  The media can have a positive and a negative impact. Changes should be 
made now to have a positive impact.  

Another thing is violence. When people watch television or a movie, they usually 
see many images of violence. The problem with this is that it can become 
traumatic, especially in children who see it more and more. The kids that are 
starting to grow, and shape their values and beliefs can become aggressive, or 
even lose a sense of reality. There have been some cases of kids carrying a gun to 
school, and even hurting others with it. These kids have been linked to excessive 
exposure of violent video games and war images. Another problem is that real 
war is used as a form of entertainment by the media. We should make kids and 
teens aware that war is not a form of entertainment, and there is no winning like 
in video games. In real war, everyone loses. 
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